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The National School Transportation
Association (NSTA) was founded in 1964
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foster the highest degree of safety in the
transportation of school children”
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House Government
Reform Committee
Approves School Bus
Safety Week Resolution

The House Government Reform
Committee has favorably
approved House Resolution 498
honoring the goals and ideals of
School Bus Safety Week.

The Resolution now goes to the
House Floor for approval by the
entire House. While the date for
this vote has not Dbeen
announced, it is expected to be
in the next few weeks.

Thank you to all who helped in
this effort!

Senate Fails to Move
Estate Tax Legislation

Senate
Democrats
recently blocked
a vote to repeal
the estate tax as
a Republican-
sponsored
cloture  motion
failed to garner
60 votes.

Cloture is a procedural method to
end debate. The measure failed
by a vote of 57-41. Republicans
are continuing their efforts to
find enough votes to reach a
compromise — keeping the tax in

place, yet reducing the rate of
the tax.

Four Democrats crossed party
lines to support cloture, they
include Senators Max Baucus
(MT), Blanche Lincoln (AR), Ben
Nelson (NE) and Bill Nelson (FL).
Two Republicans voted with the
Democrats opposing  cloture.
They include Senators George
Voinovich (OH) and Lincoln
Chafee (RI).

NTSB Publishes State of
Van Use for Students

The  National  Transportation
Safety Board periodically reviews
the status of responses to
recommendations it makes to
states and organizations.

In that process, NTSB recently
published a map showing states’
compliance with the Board’s
recommendation in 1999 that
nonconforming buses  (large
vans) not be used to transport
students or children in child care
facilities.

Only ten states prohibit the use
of nonconforming vans by all
schools and day care centers;
sixteen states have partially
implemented the
recommendation; and the rest
have little or no restriction on the
use of nonconforming vans. You
can view the map at
http://www.ntsb.gov/Recs/mostw
anted/StatusMaps/H-99-22.pdf.
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Minimum Wage
Increase Approved by
House Committee

An amendment to raise the
minimum wage was approved by
the House Appropriations
Committee this week to the Fiscal
Year 2007 Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education and
Related Agencies Appropriations
bill. The amendment, offered by
Congressman Steny Hoyer (D-
MD) would gradually increase the
minimum wage to $7.25 per
hour. The Amendment passed by
a vote of 32-27. The provision
will most likely be stripped when
the bill reaches the House Floor
next week, however, because an
authorization is not permitted on
an appropriations bill unless the
Rules Committee chooses to
protect it from a point of order.

EPA Regions 6 & 7
Announce CSB Grant
Applications

The Blue Sky Collaborative (EPA
regions 6 & 7) has announced
the availability of grants for Clean
School Bus projects. School
districts and nonprofit groups in
the following states may apply for
grants of $50,000 to $200,000 to
upgrade diesel fleets through
retrofits or replacements, install
anti-idling technology, or use
clean fuels:  Arkansas, lowa,
Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota,

Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma,
Texas, and New Mexico. The
funding available for CSB
projects is $1.140 million, and
the agency anticipates awarding
8 to 22 clean school bus awards.

The deadline for applications is
July 27.  While contractors may
not apply directly for the funds,
school districts may apply with a
proposal to subcontract with
their commercial school bus
service  providers. State
associations may also apply with
a proposal to subcontract with
multiple school district/contractor
partnerships.

You can find the application at
www.epa.gov/region07/economic
s/pdf/epa-r7artd-06-008.pdf. If
you have questions about how to
apply or how to make your
project more appealing, contact
NSTA.

Canada Requires UCRA
on New School Buses

New regulations in Canada
require that as of April 1, 2007,
all new school buses must have
Universal Child Restraint
Anchorages to accommodate
infant and child safety seats.

Depending on the size of the
bus, two to eight seats must be
fitted with user-ready tether and
lower universal anchorages.
Those seats cannot be next to an
emergency exit.

Officials at Transport Canada
said that the department’s
research has shown that while
bus seats protect school-age
children effectively, pre-school
and other small children would
benefit from a properly installed
infant or child seat.

Time’s Running Out...
Book Your Room NOW!

NSTA’s Summer Convention will
be held at Harrah’s Resort in
Lake Tahoe, Nevada, July 22-
26, 2006. A special group block
has been set up for NSTA
attendees and is available at the
discounted group rate of $165
single or double occupancy.
Rooms are limited and are
available on a first-come, first-
served basis or no /later than
Tuesday, June 201

To make reservations for your
room(s), call (800) 455-4770
and ask for the Group Code:
S07-NSTA.

The 42nd Annual Meeting &
Convention agenda, as well as
registration forms, are available
in the Upcoming Events section
and on the home page of NSTA's
website, www.yellowbuses.org.

Upcoming Events

July 22-23, 2006
International Safety
Competition
Heavenly Ski Basin
Lake Tahoe, Nevada

July 23-26, 2006
42nd Annual Meeting
and Convention
Harrah's
Lake Tahoe, Nevada

January 28-31, 2007
Midwinter Meeting
Loews Ventana Canyon Resort
Tucson, Arizona

July 14-18, 2007
43 Annual Meeting
and Convention
Westin Waterfront Hotel
Boston, Massachusetts
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House Passes School
Employee Background
Check Bill

The House passed a bill this
week, by a vote of 415-1,
providing access to national crime
information databases by schools
and educational agencies for
employment purposes. The hill,
introduced by Congressman Jon
Porter  (R-NV), applies to
individuals who work  with
children, either as a paid
employee or a volunteer, in a
private or public elementary
school, private  or  public
secondary school, local education
agency or State educational
agency if that employee is
working with children. There
were 55 co-sponsors to the bill.

The bill was necessary, according
to the legislative history, because
the two systems currently in
place are not used by all states.
First, the National Crime
Prevention and Privacy Compact
Act, which passed Congress in
1998, established an
infrastructure  for states to
exchange criminal records for
non-criminal  justice  purposes
such as background checks of
school employees. Only 25
states and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation  (FBI), however,
have ratified the Compact.
Further, the FBI's Integrated
Automated Fingerprint
Identification System (IAFIS) is a
national fingerprint and criminal
history system. The Interstate
Identification Index (111) segment
of IAFIS is the national system
designed to provide automated
criminal history information to
participating states. 40 states

currently participate in this
program.

According to the legislation, the
FBI would collect a $24 fee to

carry out each background
check.

With  respect to protecting
information, the background

check results may be released
only to an appropriate officer of
a private elementary school,
private secondary school, local
educational agency, State
educational agency, or any other
person authorized by law to
receive that information.
Violating  the  confidentiality
requirements could result in a
fine or imprisonment of up to 10
years.

While the bill doesn’'t apply to
contracted employees, NSTA is
working  with Congressman
Porter's staff to increase their
awareness of contracted
employees as well as discussing
the possibility of NSTA becoming
a clearinghouse for  such
background checks and the level
of support for such legislation in
the Senate. There is currently
no companion bill in the Senate.

o

School Bus Railroad
Crossing Amendment
Offered

Congressman Dennis Kucinich
(D-OH) recently offered an
amendment to the House Fiscal
Year 2007 Transportation,
Treasury and Housing and Urban

Development, the Judiciary,
District of Columbia
Appropriations bill which is of
interest to  NSTA. The

amendment was approved via
voice vote.

Specifically, the amendment
reduces the amount of funding
for the Department of
Transportation’s Office of
Secretary by $70,000 and
increases the funding of the
Federal Railroad Administration’s
Safety and Operations Office by
$70,000 in order to pay for a full
time employee to help with the
reporting of school bus crossings
of railroad tracks. Congressman
Kucinich stated that the
amendment on reporting is
necessary “to ensure that railroad
crossings frequently used by
school buses are in compliance
with Federal safety
requirements.” He added that
current law  “requires  that
crossings be equipped with
automatic gates with flashing
light signals when a substantial
number of school buses cross.”

The House passed the funding
bill this week by a vote of 406-
22. The Senate has yet to act on
the legislation.

State Legislative Activity

NJ: The legislature is
considering a “large employer
health care” bill that would
require any employer (except a
school district) with 1000 or more
employees in New Jersey to
provide health insurance for all
employees who work at least 13
hours a week. If the employer
does not meet the minimum
health care expenditure, it must
pay the state the difference
between the required minimum
and the actual expenditure. For
2007, the per employee minimum
expenditure is $1.65; it rises to
$2.50 in 2008 and $3.30 in 2009.



(State Legislative Actitiy article
continued from previous page)

SC: The governor signed a bill
requiring school bus drivers to
pass a physical exam before
taking their CDL test and every
two years thereafter.

NJ: The Education Committee
approved a bill to require sensors
on all new school buses that
would detect children in front of
or behind the bus.

NY: The  Transportation
Committee approved “P.J.’s Law”
requiring that all school bus
drivers and attendants
transporting students with
special needs receive training in
special needs at least twice
annually.

NY: A bill was introduced in
response to the death of a child
last month when a young boy
apparently climbed into an empty
school bus and released the
brake.

The bus rolled down a hill and hit
an 8-year-old girl. The hill
requires that all school buses
manufactured after July 1, 2007
be equipped with parking brakes
that cannot be released by
passengers.

RI: A bill was introduced that
requires all school buses to be
equipped with a brake interlock
system that prevents the
emergency brake from being
released unless the service brake
is depressed and the ignition key
is in the lock.

NC: A bill was introduced that
would exempt persons who are
trained and certified as school
bus drivers from the $30
application fee and $3
endorsement fee for a CDL.

AK: The legislature passed a hill
that imposes a  minimum
sentence of 60 days for an
assault on a school bus.

Special Thanks to
our Convention
SPONSOrs...

Blue Bird Corporation
Collins Bus
Donaldson

IC Corporation
Mid Bus
RBC Dain Rauscher
Thomas Built Buses
Transpec Worldwide
US Bus

Zonar Systems

Refinery Legislation
Passes House

The House recently passed the
Refiner Permit Process Schedule
Act by a vote of 238-179. The
bill allows for increased refinery
capacity in an attempt to increase
the availability of transportation
fuel. The bill now goes to the
Senate for further action.

During earlier debate on the
House Floor on the same bill in
May, House Energy and
Commerce Committee Chairman
Joe Barton (R-TX) entered a joint
letter from NSTA and the
National Association of Pupil
Transportation into the Record.

The National Association of State
Directors of Pupil Transportation
Services also supported the
letter. The letter endorsed the
legislation. The letter follows.



May 3, 2006

The Honorable Dennis Hastert The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker Minority Leader

House of Representatives House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Speaker and Minority Leader Pelosi:

On behalf of school transportation interests around the country (both public and private), I am writing to urge
quick action on H.R. 5254, to increase the availability of reasonably priced fuel by streamlining the permitting
process for new or expanded refineries and H.R. 5253, to ensure that the Federal government has the authority
necessary to investigate price gouging by fuel suppliers. Our industry is struggling with staggeringly high fuel
costs that are threatening our ability to provide low-cost, safe transportation for 25 million school children each
day. Enactment of these two measures can help drive down the cost of fuel in the long-run and we support their
approval by the House.

The nation’s school bus fleet is the largest mass transportation fleet in the country, 2.5 times the size of all other
forms of mass transportation including transit, intercity buses, commercial airlines and rail, combined. This
system is also the safest way to transport children to and from school every day. The National Academy of
Sciences has reported that there are approximately 800 fatalities per year among children who do not ride school
buses, while the school bus related annual fatality rate is less than 20. Keeping our school buses running is vital
to the safety of our children.

In the wake of instability in crude oil supplies, Hurricane Katrina and other factors, rising fuel costs have
devastated the industry and now threaten to force the involuntary reduction of school bus transportation
nationwide. In addition, today’s diesel fuel prices are significantly higher than they were one year ago and are
more than twice what they were four years ago. This is proving to be a burden to public and private operators
alike.

Public school systems and their school transportation providers are not able to pass on the costs to the students
they drive to and from school every day. Instead, many school districts have responded to this crisis by
eliminating field trips and worse, reducing transportation to and from school, forcing students to find less safe
and reliable ways to access their education or even temporarily closing schools. For example, in Ohio school
districts have eliminated school bus service to 80,000 school children a day and, just last week a local school
system in Tennessee closed for two days due to the inability to provide school transportation due to the high cost
of fuel for their buses.

We understand that there are no easy solutions to this problem, but are writing to ask for your help nonetheless.
We ask that Congress act quickly to help increase supplies of fuel by ensuring that adequate refining capacity is
available as quickly as possible and that any allegations of price gouging are fully investigated. We understand
that the House is preparing to act on H.R. 5254 and H.R. 5253 later today. We welcome and support these
initiatives and ask for broad, bipartisan action to enact these important measures as a way to help bring down
prices for fuel as quickly as possible so that school children will continue to be able to have access to the safest
possible mode of transportation. We also pledge to work with you to find and advance other solutions that might
provide more immediate relief, such as H.R. 4158, legislation introduced earlier this year to provide grants to
cover the cost of energy for financially strapped school districts.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,

A
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Leonard Bernstein, President Pete Japikse, President John D. Corr, Jr., President
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