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our Association while we 
attempt to bring in a new 
Operations Manager. Thanks to 
the help we receive from the 
school bus manufacturers (to 
help offset our Government 
Relations’ costs) and the 
additional revenue from the 
School Bus Watch Program, we 
have -- for the 1st time in a long 
while -- received real, non-dues 
revenue to apply toward the 
operation of our Association.   
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A Note from our 
President 

  
For those of you that were in 
Kansas City last month, I am 
sorry to have missed you.  
Unfortunately, I needed to leave 
early and head back home.  A 
reminder of the scope of what 
we do came to visit one of our 
operations and I needed to be 
there.  Thank you to the many 
of you who offered 
condolences, it brings 
everything back into perspective 
and review.  

The American School Bus 
Council (ASBC) is well 
underway, and we will have a 
presentation at our Midwinter 
Meeting in Tucson, AZ that 
explains most of what the 
Council brings to our industry 
and to our Washington effort, 
meeting the needs of our 
Lobbyist, Becky Weber, and her 
firm BKSH.  

 
Regional Directors: 

Region One - Carey Paster 
First Student, Inc. (US/Canada) 

Region Two - Charles Peterson 
Kottkes' Bus Service, Inc. (MN) 

Region Three - George (Bill) Beck 
Beck Bus (IL) 

Region 4 – Todd Monteferrario 
First Student, Inc. (US/Canada) 

 
Our Negotiated Rulemaking 
fight with the Transit Industry 
finished up last week with 
agreement on some issues and 
in the future, our qualified 
School Bus Charter Provider 
members will have expanded 
opportunities to register to 
provide charter service in their 
area of service. Becky Weber 
will give you a summery on the 
Negotiated Rulemaking in the 
near future.   

  
At Large Delegates: 

John Benish, Sr. 
Cook-Illinois Corporation (IL) 

Kevin Clifford 
Huntington Coach, Inc. (NY) 

agda Dimmendaal 
Dousman Transport (WI) 

John Elliott 
Durham School Services (US/Canada) 

Timothy Flood 
The Trans Group (NY) 

As for our Industry, a second 
serious accident happened 
shortly thereafter, derailing one 
of my comments that I was able 
to share, “more students die 
outside the bus than inside”. 
After the Alabama incident, 
reiterating that same comment 
does not work quite the same 
way anymore.  It’s time for our 
industry to re-look at what we 
do, how we do it, and how to 
constantly improve it.  

Jim Folkes 
Laidlaw Education Services (US/Canada) 

Steven Hey 
School Bus, Inc. (SD) 

Dan Kobussen 
Kobussen Buses, Ltd. (WI) 

Paul Losos 
Sunrise Transportation (IL) 

Blake Krapf 
Krapf Buses (PA) 

Peter Settle 
Petermann, LLC (OH) 

Patrick Vaughan 
Laidlaw Education Services (US/Canada) 

 
Although 2006 has not been 
one of my best years, personally  
-- it has been a good year for 
our Association. As we head 
towards the Holidays, I wish 
you and your families the 
Merriest of Christmases, 
Happiest of Holidays and only 
success in the New Year. 

 
In another arena, NSTA’s 
management has suffered the 
loss of Ann Henley who has 
taken on a time-friendly 
assignment that gives her more 
time with her family. Ann has 
agreed to carry on working with 
the Association for another 30 
days in order to keep the School 
Bus Watch program up-to-date 
and continue to financially build  

 
The National School Transportation 
Association (NSTA) was founded in 
1964 by school bus contractors to 
"promote and foster the highest degree 
of safety in the transportation of school 
children" 

 

 

http://www.yellowbuses.org/


  

 

  
High-level meetings are 
scheduled for December 19th on 
the issue of funding and NSTA 
President John Corr will 
represent the industry as a 
whole.   

 
Diesel Emission 

Reduction Funding 
Update 

 

 

 
Tax Action in the 109th 

Congress 
 
Congress adjourned before 
completing work on the Fiscal 
Year 2007 annual appropriations 
bill that funds Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
programs.   

 
Prior to adjourning for the year, 
Congress passed a tax and 
trade extender bill, which 
included provisions for Welfare 
to Work Tax Credits, a Research 
and Development tax credit, 
and some miscellaneous other 
tax measures.   

 
Instead, the Congress approved 
a Continuing Resolution that 
funds Federal programs until 
February 15, 2007.   

 
CMAQ Update  

  The bill is retroactive for 2006 
and extends through 2007.  The 
bill also included trade 
provisions for Vietnam. 

Further, the Democratic 
appropriations leadership has 
indicated that they intend to 
fund all remaining 
appropriations (other than the 
two bills already cleared) 
through a long-term Continuing 
Resolution (CR) for the 
remainder of the Fiscal Year.   

On December 5 Gabe Rozsa met 
with Michael Koonz of the 
Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) concerning our efforts 
to tap into the Congestion 
Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program (CMAQ).  
The program provides over $1.7 
billion per year in “guaranteed” 
funding to states to help them 
meet Clean Air Act goals.   

 

 
SAFETEA-LU Technical 
Corrections Legislation 

 
The impact of this on the Diesel 
Emission Reduction Act (DERA) 
funding is not yet clear.  The 
language of the CR indicates 
that the funding should continue 
at the lower of the House or 
Senate-passed bills or last year’s 
funding.   

  
While the SAFETEA-LU 
Technical Corrections bill was on 
the table during the Lame Duck 
session, the Senate was unable 
to resolve all of the concerns 
with the bill and did not vote on 
the measure prior to 
adjournment.  The legislation 
has now died and will have to 
be reintroduced next year for 
any action to be taken.   

The funding comes from the 
Highway Trust Fund and does 
not require an appropriation and 
is allocated to states based on a 
formula determined on the basis 
of population and pollution 
levels for ozone and carbon 
monoxide.  Funds are available 
in “non-attainment” areas – 
which are mostly in the 
Northeast and Midwest, but are 
also in most of the heavily 
populated areas across the 
country.   

 
If this applies to the DERA 
funding (as opposed to the 
more general account that the 
DERA funds are contained in), 
this could limit the DERA funds 
to last year’s level of $12 million 
for all diesel reduction 
programs.   

 
Incoming House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee 
Chairman James Oberstar (D-
MN) has stated that the passage 
of this legislation is a priority 
and if left undone during the 
109th Congress, it will be one of 
the first actions taken during 
the 110th.  

 
 Our strategy includes three 

possible school bus related 
projects that could be funded 
using CMAQ money.  These 
projects include:  diesel 
retrofits, a public education 
campaign and bus purchases. 

The Diesel Coalition is actively 
working with Appropriations 
Committee Members and staff 
to ensure the highest possible 
level of funding in Fiscal Year 
2007 and in the President’s 
budget for Fiscal Year 2008.   

 



 
 

Congressional Schedule 
 
The 109th Congress has 
adjourned Sine Die and is now 
complete.  The 110th Congress 
is scheduled to return to 
Washington on Thursday, 
January 4.   
 
Once Members are sworn-in, it 
is expected that both the House 
and Senate will immediately get 
to work and take few breaks 
throughout the year.   
 
In recent years, Congress was 
largely in recess in January until 
after the President’s State of the 
Union address at the end of the 
month.  The 110th Congress is 
also expected to see longer 
workweeks than those in recent 
Congresses. 
 
Leadership of the 110th 

Congress 
 
In the House, 
Congresswoma
n Nancy Pelosi 
(D-CA) is the 
presumed 
Speaker, 
although the 
formal election 
will not be held 
until January.   
 
In the House: 

 Congressman John Boehner 

� James 

� ey 

�  Dingell 

� an Bennie 

� Charlie 

 
 the Senate: 

 Senator Harry Reid (D-NV) 

� bert Byrd (D-WV) 

 Dodd 

� D-

� -

� arbara Boxer will 

) 

� oseph Lieberman 

 

 
�

(R-OH) will serve as 
Minority Leader.   
Congressman 
Oberstar (D-MN) will serve 
as Chairman of the House 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee 
with Congressman John 

Mica (R-FL) serving as 
Ranking Member of the 
Committee.   
Congressman David Ob

�

(D-MI) will serve as 
Chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee 
with Congressman Jerry 
Lewis (R-CA) serving as 
Ranking Member.   
Congressman John
(D-MI) will serve as 
Chairman of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee with 
Congressman Joe Barton 
(R-TX) serving as Ranking 
Member. 
Congressm
Thompson (D-MI) will be 
the new Chairman of the 
House Homeland Security 
Committee and 
Congressman Peter King (R-
NY) will be the Committee’s 
Ranking Member.  
Congressman Thompson 
has stated that legislation to 
boost rail and mass transit 
security will be reintroduced 
and likely put on a fast track 
when the 110th Congress 
begins in January. 
Congressman 

� 

Rangel (D-NY) will be the 
new Chairman of the House 
Ways and Means Committee 
and Congressman Jim 
McCrery (R-LA) will be the 
new Ranking Member.   

In
 
�

will become the new 
Majority Leader with 
Senator Mitch McConnell (R-
KY) serving as Minority 
Leader.   
Senator Ro
will serve as Chairman of 
the Appropriations 
Committee. Senator Thad 
Cochran (R-MS) will serve 
as Ranking Member. 
Senator Christopher 
(D-CT) will serve as 
Chairman of the Banking, 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
Committee.  Senator 

Richard Shelby (R-AL) will 
be the Ranking Member. 
Senator Daniel Inouye (
HI) will be the next 
Chairman of the Commerce, 
Science and Transportation 
Committee.  Senator Ted 
Stevens (R-AK) will become 
the new Ranking Member. 
Senator Jeff Bingman (D
NM) will become Chairman 
of the Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee.  
Senator Pete Domenici (R-
NM) will become Ranking 
Member. 
Senator B
become Chairman of the 
Environment and Public 
Works Committee.  Senator 
James Inhofe (R-OK) will 
become Ranking Member. 
Senator Max Baucus (D-MT
will be the next Chairman of 
the Finance Committee. 
Senator Charles Grassley 
(R-IA) will become Ranking 
Member. 
Senator J
(I/D-CT) will become Chair 
of the Homeland Security 
Committee.  Senator Susan 
Collins (R-ME) will be the 
new Ranking Member. 

 
2007 Midwinter

NSTA will hold its Midwinter 

oom rates for the Meeting are 

egistration applications and 

the home page, too!) 

 
Meeting 

 

Meeting from January 27th to 
January 31st, 2007 in Tucson, 
Arizona at Loews Ventana 
Canyon Resort.   
 
R
$219 single or double 
occupancy.  You can make your 
reservations by calling the 
resort at (520) 299-2020.  
 
R
information are available on the 
NSTA website in the “Upcoming 
Events” section (see the link on 



 
 

Executive Order on 
Security Issued 

 
Presid an 
xecutive Order recently 

ent Bush issued 
E
requiring the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to help plan, 
coordinate and implement an 
overarching program to improve 
security for surface 
transportation.  The Order has 
been met with criticism, 
especially by incoming House 
Homeland Security Committee 
Chairman Bennie Thompson (D-
MI) who stated, “I fail to 
understand the President’s 
timing or purpose in issuing this 
Executive Order.  This 
Administration was already 
required by Congress to take 
comprehensive steps to secure 
our nation’s surface 
transportation system nearly 
two years ago and they failed to 
do so.  This Order will do little 
to address the serious 
vulnerabilities plaguing our 
nation’s rail and mass transit 
systems.” 
 

 
Recalls and 

Investigations 
 
Blue sion, 

anufactured from October 23 

227 

notour DRW, 
999-2001 model years.  

buses, it was not replaced with 
a permanent bolt.  This could 
allow the steering wheel to 
loosen, resulting in a vehicle 
crash.  Blue Bird will replace the 
screw free of charge.  The recall 
is expected to begin on 
December 18. 
 
Thomas Mi

Bird Vi
m
to November 21, 2006.  A 
temporary bolt was used to 
secure the steering wheel  
during the manufacturing 
process, but on these 

1
NHTSA is investigating a 
possible defect in seat belts in 
these Class A buses.  Managers 
of two fleets have reported 
numerous seat belts with cut 
webbing as a result of the 
webbing abrading against an 
underseat metal bracket.  The 
Office of Defect Investigations 
(ODI) is collecting information 
to determine how widespread 
the problem is.    
 

 
 

We Get Questions . . . 

Q  
ol bus with reclining seats 

s

e is no 
prohibition in the Federal Safety 

esign a reclining seat that 

is possible, 

 
.  My school district wants a

scho
to use for sports trip , but the 
dealer I use said that’s not 
legal.  Is he right? 
 
A.  Not exactly.  Ther

Standards against reclining 
seats in school buses.  On the 
other hand, none of the 
manufacturers offers a reclining 
seat as original equipment in a 
school bus.   
 
A manufacturer would have to 
d
complies with FMVSS 222, and 
have it tested to be sure it 
meets the performance 
standards.  Apparently there is 
not enough demand for that 
kind of seat to make it 
worthwhile for the  

manufacturers to undertake 
such a project.  It 
however, to buy reclining 
activity seats from a seating 
manufacturer.  As long as there 
are no state regulations to the 
contrary, you could conceivably 
replace the school bus seats 
with reclining seats to make a 
sports activity bus.  Be sure to 
check with your risk manager or 
insurance carrier regarding any 
increased liability you might 
incur in changing the seats.   
  

 
 
Negotiated Rulemaking 

Update 

The Chart egotiated 
ulemaking Advisory Committee 

wo-
ay meetings over the course of 

the 
ederal Transit Administration 

e 
ommittee, Committee 

sues are 
mpletely open for comment.  

 
er Bus N

R
(CBNRAC) formally concluded its 
meetings on December 7.   
 
The Committee met for six t
d
the last six months.  While the 
Committee agreed to 
approximately 70 percent of the 
issues, many of the more 
controversial issues – such as a 
definition of charter service – 
have been left unresolved.   
 
The next step entails 
F
(FTA) releasing a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking.  It is 
expected that the Notice will be 
issued sometime this spring.   
 
Under the rules of th
C
Members are prohibited from 
submitted negative comments 
on any of the issues agreed to 
by the Committee.   
 
The unresolved is
co
NSTA has been an active 
participant in all of the meetings 
with John Corr serving as a 
Member of the Committee.   



 
(Negotiated Rulemaking Update 

continued…) 
 
General consensus was reached 
on the following issues:  
registration requirements; a 
charter service registration 
website; the length of time 
allowable to respond to a 
charter opportunity; the 
complaint, appeals and 
penalties processes; and 
exceptions for government 
officials, qualified human 
services organizations, leasing 
FTA-funded equipment and 
drivers, events of regional or 
national significance, and when 
no registered charter service 
provider responds to a notice 
requesting service.   
 
Consensus was not reached on 
the following issues:  a 
definition of charter bus service; 
the use of Administrative Law 
Judges; a cease and desist 
order; a specific number of 
hours that public transits may 
transport government officials; 
a timely posting of all qualified 
human service organization 
transportation done by public 
transit; and the reporting 
requirements for all exceptions.   
 
Highlights of Proposed 
Consensus Agreements on 
the Charter Service Issues --  
Charter Bus Negotiated 
Rulemaking Advisory 
Committee December 2006  
 
• Registration:  All private 

charter operators will be 
required to register on an 
FTA website with 
information including 
company name, address, 
phone, email, Federal or 
State motor carrier 
identifying number, 
certification of valid 
insurance, and geographic 
service areas it is able to 
provide charter service.   

 
 

 
• c Exceptions allowing publi

transit o perform agencies t
charter service: 

instances 
when no registered charter 

Transportation of 
government officials for site 
visits (under an hourly cap 
to be determined); trips for 
qualified human services 
organizations (those that 
receive Federal, State or 
local funding that includes 
transportation) and the 
requested trip is consistent 
with the group’s stated 
mission; leasing FTA-funded 
equipment and drivers; 
events of regional or 
national significance 
(requires consultation with 
registered private charter 
providers); and 

service provider responds to 
a notice requesting service. 

 
• A detailed process on what 

a public operator does when 
it receives a request for 
charter service:  Unless the 
public transit agency is able 
to provide the service under 
one of the exceptions, it 
must decline the 
opportunity and refer the 
customer to registered 
private operators on the 

ation 
e 

hours to respond to a 

 
• 

charter service registr
website or notify privat
charter operators of the 
opportunity.   
 
Private operators have 72 

notification of service 
requested in less than 30 
days or 14 calendar days for 
service requested to be 
provided in 30 days or 
more.   

Advisory Opinions:  Any 
interested party may 
request an Advisory Opinion 
of the Federal Transit 
Administration.   
 

• The interested party must 
provide details about a  

 

  
• 

specific event.  The advisory 
opinion would represent the 
formal position of FTA on a  
matter and obligate the 
agency to follow it until it is 
amended or revoked.  

Complaints:  The agreement 
reached outlines a 
streamlined complaint 
process for alleged charter 
violations and challenges to 
the listing of private charter 
operators from the 
registration list.   The 
complaint process contains 
specific timelines for 
complaints, answers, replies 
and other documents and 
an investigation process.   

Appeals:
 
•   The agreement 

outlines the appeals 
process, including a timeline 
that all parties must follow 

 
Ma
Con
 
• 

• 

• f the Chief 
ounsel to issue “cease and 

• 

 government 
officials under the 

Pos
serv
exc it operator 
on a quarterly basis on the FTA 
web
 

plus providing for judicial 
review of final decisions and 
orders in an appropriate 
U.S. District Court. 

jor Issues Where No 
sensus was Reached  

Definitions of the terms 
“charter bus service” and 
“pattern of violations”.  
The use of Administrative 
Law Judges (ALJs) to 
resolve disputes.  
The ability o
C
desist orders” upon public 
transit agencies when 
warranted by specific 
circumstances. 
An agreed upon specific 
number of hours that public 
transit agencies may 
transport

exception.  
 

ting records of all charter 
ice provided under every 

eption by a trans

site.    



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

As you may have read in the 
News from NSTA Headquarters 
announcement, Ann Henley, 
NSTA’s Operations Manager, 
has moved on to another 
position in the Association 
Industry. 
 
In her time with NSTA, Ann was 
responsible for redesigning the 
NSTA Web site, development of 
marketing/collateral materials, 
implementation of operational 
procedures, working with the 
Government Relations 
Committee on grassroots 
efforts, and the Association & 
Industry Committee on many 
membership programs including 
the development of 
Maintenance Workshops and 
other non-dues revenue.  
 
Most significantly, Ann took over 
management of the School Bus 
Watch program in June 2006 
and has successfully enrolled 
more than 60,000 in this 
important school bus security 
program.  Her hard work has 
resulted in almost $100,000 of 
non-dues revenue for the 
Association. 
 

 
Last 

Chance:   
 

Exclusive 
Special 
Offer on 
Michelin 

Tires 
 

Take advantage of special 
discount prices through 
Michelin!  
 
Visit the members-only section 
at www.yellowbuses.org and  

 
download a Federal Excise Tax 
Exemption Certificate and a tire 
price sheet.    
 
All you have to do is bring the 
form and price sheet to your 

82) or e-mail us at 
fo@yellowbuses.org

 

Michelin dealer to get this 
special offer. Please note: offer 
is for a limited time only!  
 
QUESTIONS? Call NSTA 
Headquarters at (800) 222-
NSTA (67
in . 
 

 
 

The C.E. White 
Company 

 
The C.E. White Co.® offers full-
line quality and versatility for all 
your bus and van se

 

ating 
eeds-including driver's seat, 

ing 210 for seat 
elt anchorages. In addition, 

o. can 
seats to meet most 

 

o t 
phone at (419) 

492-2157 or by e-mail at 
om

n
fold away ADA and jump seats, 
and the The C.E. White Co.'s® 
renowned child-restraint inserts 
to convert any passenger seat 
for small children. 
 
All seats meet all applicable 
federal motor vehicle standards 
for durability, strength and 
safety, includ
b
The C.E. White C
manufacture 
local, county
specifications. 
 
For more informati
Mike Roscoe by 

cewsmroscoe@aol.c
  

or state 

n, contac

  

 

 
 

www.cewhite.com  
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