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2006-07 Board of Directors

Executive Board/Officers:
John Corr, President
The Trans Group — NY
(845) 356-2200
Barry Stock, President-elect
Durham School Services - US/Canada
(905) 952-2005
Donald Fowler, Secretary/Treasurer
Fowler Bus Company, Inc. - MO
(816) 776-2548
Dale Krapf, Immediate Past President
Krapf Buses - PA
(610) 594-2664

Regional Directors:
Region One - Carey Paster
First Student, Inc. (US/Canada)
Region Two - Charles Peterson
Kottkes' Bus Service, Inc. (MN)
Region Three - George (Bill) Beck
Beck Bus (IL)

Region 4 — Todd Monteferrario
First Student, Inc. (US/Canada)

At Large Delegates:

John Benish, Sr.
Cook-Illinois Corporation (IL)
Kevin Clifford
Huntington Coach, Inc. (NY)
Magda Dimmendaal
Dousman Transport (WTI)

John Elliott
Durham School Services (US/Canada)
Timothy Flood
The Trans Group (NY)

Jim Folkes
Laidlaw Education Services (US/Canada)
Steven Hey
School Bus, Inc. (SD)

Dan Kobussen
Kobussen Buses, Ltd. (WI)
Paul Losos
Sunrise Transportation (IL)
Blake Krapf
Krapf Buses (PA)

Peter Settle
Petermann, LLC (OH)
Patrick Vaughan
Laidlaw Education Services (US/Canada)

The National School Transportation
Association (NSTA) was founded in
1964 by school bus contractors to
"promote and foster the highest degree
of safety in the transportation of school
children”
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2006 Election Re-cap

A recap of the results of the
2006 elections with respect to
the u.S. House of
Representatives, U.S. Senate
and Governors races follows.

HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES:

*  Democrats took a majority
of the seats in the House
of Representatives for the
first time in 12 years.

*  Currently the division of
the parties for the 110"

Congress is 201
Republicans and 234
Democrats.

* A majority occurs at 218
seats.

*  Democrats unanimously
elected Minority Leader
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) as the
first female Speaker of the
House.  Current Minority
Whip Steny Hoyer (D-MD)
was  elected Minority
Leader, defeating
Congressman John Murtha
(D-PA) by a vote of 149-
86.

* Current House Speaker
Dennis Hastert (R-IL) has
stated that he does not
intend to seek the position
of Minority Leader.
Congressman John
Boehner (R-OH) defeated
Congressman Mike Pence
(R-IN) 168-27 for Minority
Leader. Congressman Roy
Blunt (R-MO) was elected
Minority Whip over
Congressman John
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Shadegg (R-AZ), with the
final vote totaling 147-57.

SENATE:

* Jim Webb of Virginia has
won the last contested
Senate seat, giving the
Democrats a majority of
the seats when you include
the two Independents who
intend to caucus with the
Democrats.

* The Party division for the
110"  Congress is 49
Republicans, 49 Democrats
and 2 Independents.

* Current Senate Minority
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV)
was elected the next
Majority Leader and
Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL)
was elected  Assistant
Majority Leader. Majority
Whip Mitch McConnell (R-
KY) was elected the next
Minority Leader and
Senator Trent Lott (R-MS)
was elected Minority Whip
by a one-vote margin.

GOVERNORS:

* Democrats also won a
majority of the 36
governorships that were up
for re-election.

* The division following the
elections is 21 Republicans,
28 Democrats and 1 still
too close to call.

Spring
Legislative
Conference

Dates
Finalized

The NSTA

Spring
Legislative Conference will be
held April 24-26, 2007 in
Washington, DC. Look for
details on accommodations in
the near future.
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Transportation Security
Legislation on a Fast
Track in 2007

Legislation to boost rail and
mass transit security funding
will likely be put on a fast track
when Congress begins the 110%
session in January according to
expected House Homeland
Security Committee Chairman
Bennie Thompson (D-MS).

“Rail and mass transit security
has not been a priority for this
Administration or this Congress
— that is all going to change.
There is no reason for
Americans to feel unsafe during
their morning commute, when
we have the tools and resources
necessary to fully secure our
entire transportation
infrastructure. I will continue to
work with my colleagues in the
House to ensure that this
serious  security  issue is
addressed sooner rather than
later,” Thompson stated.

Thompson introduced the Rail
and Public ~ Transportation
Security Act of 2006 in late
June, but Congress never acted
upon the legislation.

The bill would have provided at
least $3 billion for various rail
and mass transit security
measures for up to six years.

The school bus industry is
working to coalesce around a
school bus security proposal in
an attempt to include school
bus security in the transit and
rail security  bills being
developed for next year.

Democrats and

Republicans Elect
Leaders for 110"
Congress

House and Senate Democrats
decided their leaders in the
upcoming 110" Congress this
week.

In the Senate, Senator Harry
Reid (D-NV) will become
Majority Leader and Senator
Dick Durbin (D-IL) will become
Assistant  Majority  Leader.
Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA)
will become the Chief Deputy
Whip.

In the House, Congresswoman
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) has been
selected by her Party as the
next Speaker of the House. Her
election will have to be
approved by the entire House in
January. Congressman Steny
Hoyer (D-MD) will become
Majority Leader, beating out
Congressman Jack Murtha (R-
PA), who had received the
endorsement of the incoming
Speaker, by a vote of 149-86.

Senate  Republicans elected
Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY)
as Minority Leader and former
Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-
MS) as  Minority  Whip.
McConnell won unanimously
and Lott beat Senator Lamar
Alexander (R-TN) for the slot by
one vote.

House Republicans elected
Congressman John Boehner (R-
OH), defeating Congressman
Mike Pence (R-IN) 168-27 for
Minority Leader. Congressman
Roy Blunt (R-MO) was elected
Minority Whip over

Congressman John Shadegg (R-
AZ), with the final vote totaling
147-57.

Senate Democrats
Announce Committee
Assignments for 110"

Congress

Senate Democrats also
announced some of the
Committee assignments for the
upcoming session.

Senator Jack Reed (D-RI) will
get what is likely the only
available slot on the
Appropriations Committee as no
other Democrats are vacating
their seats on the Committee.
Senators Debbie Stabenow (D-
MI) and Ken Salazar (D-CO) will
pick up seats on the Senate
Finance Committee. Senators
Barack Obama (D-IL) and Mary
Landreiu (D-LA) will join the
Senate  Homeland  Security
Committee.

65%
Solution
Fails

In a test of the
controversial
“65%
Solution,” the
proposal from the group First
Class Education which would
require that at least 65% of all
operating funds in every school
district be spent in the
classroom, voters in Colorado
rejected two ballot initiatives.

One, a constitutional
amendment, was the basic 65%
solution; the other, a
referendum, was a compromise

version that included
transportation and other
support  services. Neither

passed. And with statewide
elections all over the country,
favoring Democrats, the odds of
the 65% solution surviving
anywhere are greatly
diminished.



Chairman Oberstar
Announces Priorities
for 110" Congress

Incoming House Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee
Chairman James Oberstar (D-
MN) announced his priorities for
the 110" Congress this week.

He noted that the top priorities
will be decided by what
Congressional action, if any,
occurs on two pending bills
during the lame duck session.

First, the SAFETEA-LU technical
corrections bill,  which was
approved by the House on June
28, is still pending in the
Senate. “If that does not move
in the Senate, we will have to
act,” he stated.

Oberstar also identified the
passage of the Water
Development Resources Act,
authorizing legislation to provide
for the consideration and
development of water and
related resources and to
authorize various projects for
improvements to rivers and
harbors, as a priority. The
House and Senate bills are
currently in Conference.

Beyond these two issues, the
Committee  will largely be
focused on the reauthorization
of the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) as well as
the annual authorization of the
Coast Guard.

Other priorities include pipeline
safety and an Amtrak
authorization. “Amtrak has not
been authorized in three years.
We need to address the needs
of Amtrak,” he added.

Contractors Care

Flvker bk by the ommunition” ™

As private contractors, NSTA
members provide safe,
affordable, and efficient
transportation for our nation’s
schoolchildren.

Many of us make corporate
responsibility a core value of our
businesses, too. This vyear,
NSTA is launching an effort
entitled Contractors Care to
promote and encourage private
school bus operators to make a
positive difference in their
communities and recognize
those who contribute time and
money to those in need.

Our first national event will be a
partnership to build homes in
New Orleans on January 16,
2007. We invite you to
participate in this worthwhile
project. We also would like to
hear how your company gives
back to the communities you
serve. If you have a story to
tel, please email NSTA
Headquarters at
info@vyellowbuses.org.

Thanks in advance for being
part of this effort!

Recalls

Transpec 4000 Safety Cross
air operated crossing arms, and
6000, 7000, and 8000
Safety Stop air operated stop
arms, manufactured from

December 2005 through August
2006, installed as original
equipment on Thomas and IC
school buses and sold as
aftermarket equipment.

The air supply fitting may
separate from the base plate,
preventing actuation air from
reaching the stop arm or
crossing arm. This will result in
nondeployment of the stop arm
or crossing. Thomas and IC will
replace the defective equipment
at no charge; Transpec will
replace the equipment for
owners who purchased
aftermarket units.

Thomas Built FS65,
manufactured from January
2005 through September 2006.
The battery cable may chafe on
a bracket adjacent to the
starter.

This could lead to a short
circuit, resulting in a vehicle fire.
Freightliner expects to begin
notifying owners in December.

Thomas Built MVP-EF,
manufactured from September
2004 to September 2006. The
steering column floor seal forms
a well around the column at the
floor.

Debris, such as loose fasteners,
may get trapped in the seal
well, potentially causing the
steering to bind. If that occurs,
steering may be restricted,
possibly resulting in a crash.
Thomas will repair the seal with
a new design. The recall is
expected to begin on January 5.
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71t Habitat for Humanity

Partnering
to Revitalize
New Orleans

Each of us makes an important
contribution to our communities
across the nation. And now
NSTA members have the
opportunity to contribute
individually and collectively in a
unique and tangible way.

On Tuesday, January 16,
2007 NSTA members can pick
up a hammer, shovel or saw to
help transform and revitalize the
9" Ward in New Orleans,
Louisiana through the Habitat
for Humanity Volunteer Project.
This is the first steps of our new
national outreach  program
Contractors Care, and it's a
great opportunity to help others
in a very real and meaningful
way. NSTA is partnering with
the United Motorcoach
Association and the New
Orleans Habitat for Humanity to
make this happen. For more
information or to volunteer for
this worthwhile event, call
800.424.8262 or contact Eric
Morales at UMA at 703-838-
2929.

Howve yow Heard
About NSTA’s

Membership
Benefits?

Keystone Insurers Group: In
addition to the fundamental
insurance protection provided
for your buildings, contents,
fleet exposures, and general
business operations, Keystone
Insurance Group program offers
these special features, including
workers  compensation.  For
more information, call the NSTA
Insurance Hotline at (888) 481-
2939

Tire Purchase Program: Save
money on your tire purchases
by taking advantage of special
discount prices through
Michelin! All you have to do is
fill out a Federal Excise Tax
Exemption Certificate and bring
it to your Michelin dealer along
with the tire price sheet.
SPECIAL DISCOUNT OFFER
VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 31,
2006! Visit NSTA’s Member-
only section at
www.yellowbuses.org for more
information.

Significant Fuel Savings:
Take advantage of NSTA's fuel

management  program  with
Mansfield Oil. Mansfield Oil
ensures that your fuel supply is
never interrupted, provides you
assistance with federal and
state excise tax filings. For
more information call (800)
695-6626.

Cost-Effective Credit Card
Acceptance Program: Want
to give your customer more
choices when they're ready to
make a purchase? The
Paymentech program allows
NSTA members to accept
debit/credit cards for customer
payments. Contact Paymentech
at 1-800-824-4313 for more
information.

NSTA Wireless Phone
Program: Need a way to keep
drivers in touch with you? The
InPhonic  wireless  program
offers NEXTEL Direct Connect
Service (other brands/plans
available, as well.) This program
is a great way to optimize
wireless rate plans and services
to each user and allows you to
monitor your company’s cellular
phone usage. The NSTA
Wireless program can reduce
corporate wireless expenses by
up to 30%. Visit
http://www.uma.org/bbs for
more information.

Suppligr's Corngr...

This week’s Supplier's
Corner highlights
ATWEC Technologies

ATWEC's primary focus is pre-
school and daycare safety
products as it relates to the
transportation industry. ATWEC
Technologies, Inc. has
developed a unique, highly
effective safety application for
the huge, underserved
population looking for and using
safety devices. Children left on
day-care buses, a recurring and
potentially deadly situation,
occur across the country every
month. ATWEC designs new
safety products specifically for
the transportation industry. For
more information, contact Alex
Wiley at (888) 890-1543 or

by email at awiley@atwec.com

CATWEC

TECHNOLOGIES, INC

www.atwec.com

NSTA will hold its Midwinter
Meeting from January 27t to
January 31, 2007 in Tucson,
Arizona at Loews Ventana Canyon
Resort.

Room rates for the Meeting are
$219 single or double occupancy.

The discounted rooms are limited
and will be available until the
block is sold out or until
December 29, 2006 - whichever
comes sooner. You can make your
reservations by calling the resort
at (520) 299-2020.

Registration  applications and
information are available on the
NSTA website in the “Upcoming
Events” section (see the link on
the home page, too!)
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NSTAMar ket pl ace

Placeyour Order Today!!

The School Transportati on Outsourcing Toolkit
Everything You Need to Make a Smooth Transition to
a Better Use of Resources

Packed wit h helpful information, this Toolkit includes g uidance on:
community support, media relations, propo  sal development, and  so
much more!

$50 (N STA member s) $10 0 (No n-NSTA members)

Th e Yellow Bus Industry: Safety, Caring and Innovations
Share this resource with school board members, princip als, PTA m embers and all
others who are interes  ted in learninnomore a bout school buses and  what makes
them the s afest vehicle onthe  road.

$5 (NSTA members)

$10 (Non- NSTA me mbers)

Safe Driver Pin
Recognize Commitment to Safety!
School bus drivers will be proud to receive and wear this

= attractive p in. Pinis handcrafted and individ ually polybagged.
SDA2006 (see prices below.)

Great Items

. . for
ﬁafety FIrSStme R | Promotinno
romote Sa ety wareness! Safety!

Show your commi tmenttos chool bus safety among sta ff
and t he communi ty with this colorful pin. Distribute thi s
durable, decorative  pin at meeti ngs, of fice vi sits, a nd
company events.

Prices for pins (includes shipping): 1-10 $5.0 0
11-25 $4.50
2 6-50 $4.00
50-1 00 $35 0
100 + $3.0 0
icare a bout sc hool/ bu s safeTY ! Bookmarks
Educate Kids and Parents on School Bus Safety!

Staf f, s chool ad mini strator s, and parents can use these
book mark s to encou rage s afe behavio r on sch ool bu ses.
Bookmarks sold in sets of 10 .

J care atont

School Bus Safety! gl )

10 ¢/eac h
Recording Device  NOTICE labelS NOTICE!
Postthes e onyour buses! e
Notify stud ents and p arents that your buse s are equip ped with surveillance %
cameras that record both audio a nd video! “’;;1?}‘;:.?&i‘fh:;';’:};?,;:‘;“;“
$2/each (NSTAme  mbers) axﬂlwh:(,:"m
$4/each (Non-NSTA members ) e

Call us toll free at 1-800-222-6782
Or e-mail us at info@yellowbuses.org
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