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While the Conference focused 
attention on school safety 
concerns, the President 
emphasized that funding for 
schools is primarily a state and 
local responsibility.  NSTA 
participated in this Conference 
at the invitation of the White 
House. 
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 The White House, US 
Department of Justice and US 
Department of Education held a 
Conference on School Safety 
last week after recent school 
shootings in Pennsylvania, 
Colorado and Wisconsin.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Regional Directors: 

Region One - Carey Paster 
First Student, Inc. (US/Canada) 

Region Two - Charles Peterson 
Kottkes' Bus Service, Inc. (MN) 

Region Three - George (Bill) Beck 
Beck Bus (IL) 

Region 4 – Todd Monteferrario 
First Student, Inc. (US/Canada) 

 
At Large Delegates: 

John Benish, Sr. 
Cook-Illinois Corporation (IL) 

Kevin Clifford 
Huntington Coach, Inc. (NY) 

Magda Dimmendaal 
Dousman Transport (WI) 

John Elliott 
Durham School Services (US/Canada) 

Timothy Flood 
The Trans Group (NY) 

Jim Folkes 
Laidlaw Education Services (US/Canada) 

Steven Hey 
School Bus, Inc. (SD) 

Dan Kobussen 
Kobussen Buses, Ltd. (WI) 

Paul Losos 
Sunrise Transportation (IL) 

Blake Krapf 
Krapf Buses (PA) 

Peter Settle 
Petermann, LLC (OH) 

Patrick Vaughan 
Laidlaw Education Services (US/Canada) 

 
The National School Transportation 
Association (NSTA) was founded in 
1964 by school bus contractors to 
"promote and foster the highest degree 
of safety in the transportation of school 
children" 

 
President Bush, Attorney 
General Alberto Gonzales and 
Education Secretary Margaret 
Spellings gathered a group of 
leading experts to discuss how 
Federal, State, local 
governments, schools, 
communities and families can 
work together to make schools 
safer.  

 
 
Did You Know?  It’s 

Walk to School Month 

NHTSA Administrator Nicole R. 
Nason kicked off “International 
Walk to School Month” earlier 
this month by asking parents 
and communities nationwide to 
help improve the safety of 
children and teenagers while 
they walk to and from school.  
Nason mentioned that while the 
benefits of walking to school are 
numerous, there is a safety risk.  

 
The first panel focused on 
preventing violence in schools, 
the second focused on better 
preparing schools and 
communities, and the final 
group focused on helping 
communities heal and recover.   In 2005, 275 pedestrian children 

(ages 5-15) were killed and 
15,000 were injured in the U.S.   

 
The President heard calls for 
more coordinated planning 
between schools and police, 
character education, peer 
mentoring programs, parental 
involvement and counseling for 
suicidal children who might 
have homicidal tendencies.   

This year over 3,500 schools in 
all 50 states voluntarily 
participated in International 
Walk to School day on October 
4th.   
 

 Nason pointed out that for the 
first time, the entire month of 
October has been designated as 
Walk to School Month in the 
United States. 

It was noted at the Conference 
that schools are still among one 
of the safest places for children, 
but that “everyday violence,” 
such as fights and gang attacks, 
are on the rise.   
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Case Study:  
Don’t Do This… 

 
A news story from an Idaho 
television station offers a study 
in how not to run a drug and 
alcohol test program—or a 
police department, for that 
matter.  
 
Last March, a school bus driver 
was arrested and charged with 
one count of driving under the 
influence and 23 counts of child 
endangerment after she showed 
a blood alcohol level of .16 
following her afternoon run.  
This week, all charges were 
dropped when prosecutors 
discovered that the test was 
unreliable and inadmissible.  
Now the driver is filing suit 
demanding compensation for 
defamation of character plus 
financial and emotional loss.   
 
According to the report, this is 
what happened:  Someone 
called the school district and 
said that the driver’s breath 
smelled like alcohol.  When the 
driver returned from her run, 
the district’s transportation 
supervisor told her that she had 
been selected for a random 
drug test.   
 
There are at least two violations
here:  

 

 

 
 

 

 

admitted that he never smelled 
alcohol on the driver’s breath.  

 

2) When one person is 
deliberately selected for a test, 
it is not a random test.   

3) Given the supervisor’s 
actions, it is likely that he had 
not received the required 
training to refer drivers for 
tests.  

 
Mary Peters Sworn-In 

as Secretary of 
Transportation  

 The district called their regular 
drug test administrator, who 
sent a mobile testing unit to the 
school.  The company 
administered a breath test, but 
ignored the driver’s statement 
that she had taken some cough 
medicine and was sucking a 
cough drop.  The driver’s BAC 
registered .16.   

Mary Peters was sworn-in this 
week as the 15th Secretary of 
Transportation, replacing 
Norman Mineta who resigned in 
July.   
 
Peters cited what she called a 
“perfect storm” confronting the 
nation’s transportation system, 
referring to the nation’s aging 
infrastructure.  She noted that 
the system is in need of 
replacement at a time when it is 
both a key element of the 
nation’s economy and tougher 
financially to renew and replace.   

 
The drug testing company 
should have known that cough 
syrup and cough drops can 
affect alcohol readings. They 
later acknowledged that the 
driver informed them about the 
medicine prior to the test.  

Peters also noted that she is 
“committed to making sure that 
all the resources of the 
Department are used to…make 
our roads safer, to do 
everything we can to ensure 
that our skies, highways, ports 
and rails are free of traffic 
congestion.”   

 
The school district fired the 
driver and notified the police 
three days later about the test.  
Police arrested the driver on 24 
criminal charges.   
 
 How the police could get away 
with a DUI charge three days 
after the alleged violation is 
beyond us.   

 
President Bush commented at 
the swearing-in ceremony, “she 
understands that to maintain 
our nation’s competitiveness 
and to sustain our growing 
economy, we need a secretary 
who can see the challenges and 
be willing to confront them.” 

 
After seven months, the State 
Police and prosecutor said that 
the test was not valid for a 
criminal action, and dropped the 
charges.   
 
The transportation supervisor, 
the school district, the drug 
testing company, and the police 
all bungled this incident.  The 
driver may or may not have 
been innocent, as she claimed 
all along; but the others are 
certainly guilty of 
mismanagement.   

 
1) Supervisors cannot send 
drivers for tests based on a 
third party’s observation; they 
must have direct observation 
that the driver appears to be 
under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol.  The supervisor later  
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How Did You Celebrate 
School Bus Safety 

Week? 
 
We asked our members how 
they celebrated School Bus 
Safety Week and here are a 
couple of the responses we 
received: 
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� For safety week, we will be
having a safety meeting on 
Friday afternoon.  At this 
mandatory meeting, we will 
serve refreshments, and 
distribute a thank you gif  
to all of our drivers.  We 
have put an article in the 
local newspaper which 
states the following: 

National School Bus Safety 
Week is October 15-21, 
2006 
 
Mercer Transportation 
wishes to take this 
opportunity to honor their 
safety-conscious drivers.  
We recognize the hard 
work and dedication of our 
school bus drivers who 
ensure a safe journey for 
our Corry area children 
each and every day. We 
commend our drivers (then
list the first name and last 
initial of all of our full time 
and substitute drivers) 

--Submitted by William W. 
Mercer, Inc. 

� AFT (American Federation 
of Teache s) produced 
materials fo  our affiliates 
to run community 
education campaigns 
around "Stop for the Bus.  
Our Kids Are Worth the 
Wait."  Here's a link to a  

story on our newsletter   
The story is about the back
to schoo efforts.   

http://www.aft.org/pubs-
reports/psrp_reporter/issue
s/septoct06/bus_safety.ht
m  

We plan to continue this 
campaign throughout the 
school year and into 
coming years. 

--Submitted by Tish 
Olshefski of AFT 

Member 
Benefit 

Reminder:   
 

Exclusive 
Special 
Offer on 
Michelin 

Tires
 

 

 
 

Take advantage of special 
discount prices through 
Michelin!  
 
Visit the members-only section 
at www.yellowbuses.org and 
download a Federal Excise Tax 
Exemption Certificate and a tire 
price sheet.    

 
 
All you have to do is bring the 
form and price sheet to your 
Michelin dealer to get this 
special offer. Please note: offer 
is for a limited time only!  
 

 

This week’s Supplier’s 
Corner highlights  

Rosco Mirrors 
 
Rosco, based in Jamaica, N.Y., 
is one of North America’s 
leading suppliers of mirrors, 
visors and other visual safety 
systems to the worldwide 
commercial vehicle market.  

QUESTIONS? Call NSTA 
Headquarters at (800) 222-
NSTA (6782) or e-mail us at 
info@yellowbuses.org. 
 
 

 
NSTA will hold its Midwinter 
Meeting from January 27th 
to January 31st, 2007 in 
Tucson, Arizona at Loews 
Ventana Canyon Resort.   

In 2007, Rosco will celebrate its 
100th year of business. Rosco is 
renowned for its strong design 
engineering focus and custom 
product development.   
 Room rates for the Meeting 

are $219 single or double 
occupancy.   

Rosco provides equipment to 
manufacturers in the school 
bus, transit and shuttle bus, 
motor coach, truck and van, 
recreational vehicle, specialty 
vehicle, military, and materials 
handling vehicle markets. 

 
The discounted rooms are 
limited and will be available 
until the block is sold out or 
until December 29, 2006 – 
whichever comes sooner.  You 
can make your reservations by 
calling the resort at (520) 299-
2020. 

 
For more information, call Lew 
Lupton at (800) 227-2095 or 
visit Rosco’s website at 
www.roscomirrors.com.   

Registration applications and 
information are available on 
the NSTA website in the 
“Upcoming Events” section 
(see the link on the home 
page, too!). 
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Welcome 
New 

Members! 
 

 
 
 

Aurora Public Schools 
Phil C. Bowser and Scott French 

Aurora, 
Colorado  

 
 
 
 

M.L. Bradley Ltd. 
Gordon Both 

Navan, Ontario 
Canada  
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