
 
 

This publication is a member service of  
National School  

Transportation Association 
113 South West Street, 4th Floor 

Alexandria, VA 22314 
Phone: (703) 684-3200 
Fax: (703) 684-3212 

E-mail: info@yellowbuses.org 
Website: www.yellowbuses.org 

2004-05 Board of Directors 

Executive Board/Officers: 
Dale Krapf, President 

Krapf Buses - PA (610) 594-2664 
John Corr, President-elect 

The Trans Group – NY (845) 356-2200 
Barry Stock, Secretary/Treasurer 
Durham School Services - US/Canada 

(905) 952-2005 
Bill Beck, Immediate Past President 

Beck Bus –IL  (618) 242-5685 

Regional Directors: 
Region One - Carey Paster 

First Student, Inc. (US/Canada) 
Region Two - Charles Peterson 

Kottkes' Bus Service, Inc. (MN) 
Region Three - Donald Fowler 
Fowler Bus Company, Inc. (MO) 

Region Four - Dennis Hammell 
Village Bus Company (NJ) 

At Large Delegates: 
John Benish 

Cook-Illinois Corporation (IL) 
Kevin Clifford 

Huntington Coach, Inc. (NY) 
Magda Dimmendaal 

Dousman Transport (WI) 
John Elliott 

Durham School Services (US/Canada) 
Timothy Flood 

The Trans Group (NY) 
Michael Griffus 

Laidlaw Education Services 
(US/Canada)  
Steven Hey 

School Bus, Inc. (SD) 
Dan Kobussen 

Kobussen Buses, Ltd. (WI) 
Hugh MacDiarmid 

Laidlaw Education Services (US/Canada) 
Todd Monteferrario 

First Student, Inc. (US/Canada) 
Philip Paige 

Paige Bus Enterprises (IL) 
Peter Settle 

Petermann, LLC (OH) 

The National School Transportation 
Association (NSTA) was founded in 1964 
by school bus contractors to "promote and 

foster the highest degree of safety in the 
transportation of school children" 

NSTA Takes 
 to Capitol Hill 

 
In a full day of meetings in conjunction 
with the Spring Board meeting, NSTA met 
with lawmakers and their staff to discuss a 
variety of issues including:  the Clean 
School Bus Program; the energy bill; the 
reauthorization of TEA-21; Passenger Van 
Safety; private sector transit issues and 
the Healthy School Bus bill.  
 
The highlight of the day, however, was a 
private tour of the Capitol by Congressman 
John J. “Jimmy” Duncan, Jr. (R-TN).  The 
Congressman spent an hour with the 
group taking them onto the floor of the 
House of Representatives, through 
Statuary Hall and into the Rotunda.   
 
The Congressman shared his infinite 
knowledge of the history of the Capitol as 
well as interesting stories about every 
former Speaker of the House along the 
way. 
 
The meetings were very positive and 
successful, with the group having an 
opportunity to discuss their concerns with 
each of the speakers. 
 

 
 

In addition to Congressman Duncan, 
the group was fortunate enough to 
meet with Congressman Sherwood 
Boehlert (R-NY) and Senator John 
Thune (R-SD).  The group also met 
with staff from the offices of 
Congressmen Robert Menendez (D-
NJ), Mark Udall (D-CO) and Thomas 
Petri (R-WI) as well as staff from the 
House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee, the Senate 
Environment and Public Works 
Committee and the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. 
 

Senate Confirms Johnson 
as New EPA Administrator 

 
On April 29 the Senate confirmed 
Steven Johnson as the new 
Administrator for the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA).  Johnson 
had been the Acting Administrator 
since the resignation of Christine 
Todd Whitman last year. 
 
Johnson has worked at EPA for the 
past 24 years and is the first scientist 
and career EPA employee to lead the 
agency. 
 
NSTA 
Staff Get 
New  
e-Mail 
Addresses
 

 

 
Ann Henley: 

ahenley@yellowbuses.org 

tmalambri@yellowbuses.org
Therese Malambri: 

 
 



 
Clean Diesel Initiatives 

 
EPA is expected to issue an 
announcement any day on the 
application process for $7.5 million in 
funding for the 2005 Clean School 
Bus USA program.  It is expected 
that the agency will award 20 to 30 
grants for school bus replacement 
and retrofit and may provide as 
much as 45 percent cost sharing for 
new buses and 100 percent for the 
cost of retrofit equipment.   
 
Private contractors are strongly 
encouraged to work with their local 
districts as the funding must go 
through a public transportation 
agency to be eligible.  Watch EPA’s 
web site (

) for the 
latest updates or contact NSTA for 
help in submitting an application. 
 
Also, EPA is moving forward with 
$5.8 million for two new grant 
programs aimed at diesel retrofit of 
non-road construction equipment 
and diesel truck idling reduction 
efforts.  More information on these 
programs can also be found on the 
EPA website (

/).  
 

 
  

Corbeil Petitions for 
Inconsequential 
Noncompliance 

 
NHTSA has published a petition from 
Corbeil noting that certain buses it 
produced in 1998 through 2005 do 
not comply with FMVSS No. 111, 
Rearview mirrors, and asking for an 
exemption from the notification and 
remedy requirements.   The cross- 

 
view mirrors on the buses were produced 
without the warning label telling drivers 
not to use them to view traffic while the 
bus is moving, since they do not accurately 
show another vehicle’s location.   
 
Corbeil contends that the noncompliance is 
inconsequential to safety and that no 
corrective action is warranted. Corbeil 
states that school bus drivers in general 
are instructed and aware of the use of 
these mirrors for pedestrian purposes only. 
Further, the manufacturer asserts that a 
very small number of vehicles are affected, 
over a time period of eight years, and that 
a recall would cost approximately $10,000 
Canadian due to the need to recall all 8471 
school buses produced from 1998 to 2005 
to determine which do not have the label. 
Corbeil has corrected the problem. 
 
Comments on the petition are invited and 
are due by May 18.  You can comment by 
going to http://dmses.dot.gov/submit.  
Refer to Docket No. 20923. 
 
Intercity Bus Grants Available 

 
NSTA members who 
operate intercity motor 
coaches, either on fixed 
routes or for charter, are 
eligible to apply for 
grants to help them with 
ADA compliance.   
 
Program funds may be used to finance the 
incremental capital and training costs of 
complying with DOT’s over-the-road bus 
accessibility rule.  Capital projects eligible 
for funding include adding wheelchair lifts 
and other accessibility components to new 
vehicle purchases, and purchasing lifts to 
retrofit existing vehicles.  Eligible training 
costs include training in proper operation 
and maintenance of equipment, boarding 
assistance, and securement, handling and 
storage of mobility devices, and sensitivity 
training. Applications are due by June 6, 
2005.   
 
You can read the grant announcement at 

.   
 

 
 

FMCSA Answers CDL 
Questions 

 
NSTA members who attended the 
oard Meeting in Washington last 

s members most is the 
ossibility that all mechanics and 

 that has not yet been 
fficially determined is whether the 

B
week had the opportunity to meet 
informally with officials from the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) to discuss 
implementation of the S endorsement 
and other matters under FMCSA 
jurisdiction.   
 
What concern
p
others who may need to drive an 
empty school bus will have to have a 
school endorsement on their CDL, 
and will need to meet all the state 
requirements for that endorsement.  
Bob Redmond of the State Programs 
Division, primary author of the CDL 
regulations, explained the difference 
between the federal requirements 
and state requirements.  Under the 
federal requirements, anyone who 
drives a school bus as defined by 
FMCSA needs both a P and an S 
endorsement.  Based on prior 
interpretations that the driver of a 
bus needs a P endorsement whether 
or not there are passengers aboard, 
FMCSA has said that mechanics who 
operate an empty school bus for road 
tests must have the S endorsement.  
New York has challenged that 
interpretation and has requested a 
formal ruling from FMCSA’s Chief 
Counsel.  At the time of our meeting, 
there had not yet been a decision, but 
we will let you know when that ruling 
comes out.   
 
Another issue
o
driver of a school bus used as a 
commercial bus (i.e. the school bus 
sign is covered and the flashing lights 
are disabled) needs an S  

 

http://www.epa.gov/ 
cleanschoolbus/funding.htm

http://www.epa.gov/ 
cleandiesel

http://www.fedgrants.gov/Applicants/DOT/
FTA/TPM/DOT-GRANTS-011205-
001/Modification1.html

2 

http://dmses.dot.gov/submit


 
(FMCSA article continued…) 

 
endorsement.  So far no state has 
requested an official ruling on that 
issue, but Redmond said that 
Pennsylvania has raised the 
question. 
 
However the rulings come out, states 
have some discretion in their 
licensing requirements.  The federal 
rule requires only that the driver 
pass the school bus written test and 
pass the skills test in a school bus; it 
does not require any training, 
background checks, or other 
qualifications that states may add for 
school bus drivers.  Most members 
are concerned about the cost of 
putting mechanics through the 
lengthy required training for school 
bus drivers, or about their mechanics 
meeting the more stringent 
background or motor vehicle record 
qualifications for school bus drivers.  
Since those are state requirements 
rather than federal requirements, 
Redmond suggested that members 
work with their states to develop a 
restricted S endorsement.  The 
restriction would apply to persons 
who do not meet the state 
requirements for school bus drivers 
(e.g. training and background 
checks) and would prevent them 
from operating a school bus with 
students on board.  A restricted 
license is acceptable to FMCSA.   
 
Redmond provided a sheet showing 
the states that have passed 
conforming legislation to enable the 
S-endorsement and other 
requirements of the Motor Carrier 
Safety Improvement Act.  As of April 
11, nine states had not yet passed S-
endorsement legislation: ID, ME, MT, 
NV, NY, OR, RI, SC, and WV.  Many 
more states have not passed other 
parts of the law, including the new 
disqualification offenses and the 
prohibition against masking 
convictions of CDL holders with 
accelerated rehabilitation and other 
means, such as reducing charges.  
All of the provisions must be passed 
by September 30, 2005, or states  

 
face the loss of federal highway funds. 
 
The deadline for states to apply for a two-
year exemption from administering the 
written school bus test to drivers licensed 
prior to September 30, 2002, has passed.   
 
About a dozen states have received 
approval for the exemption.  FMCSA will 
determine during the exemption period 
whether to propose rulemaking to make 
the exemption permanent. 
 
Peter Chandler from FMCSA’s Passenger 
Carrier Safety Division told members at the 
meeting that the agency has stepped up 
its compliance reviews of passenger 
carriers.  They are concentrating on 
motorcoach operators now, but expect to 
expand the program to school bus 
operators in the near future.  The 
compliance review results in a safety rating 
for carriers.   

 
Laidlaw International, Inc. announced 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CURRENT  
EVENTS: 

 
IC Corporation Announces 

Realignment of Conway 
and Tulsa Operations 

 
IC Corporation announced that it has 
realigned its bus manufacturing operations 
at its Conway and Tulsa assembly plants.  
 
The new structure is consistent with that 
of International Truck and Engine’s 
manufacturing facilities. With that 
realignment, Bob Whitehouse, who had 
been overseeing Conway and Tulsa 
operations, has decided to leave the 
company.   
 
NSTA would like to recognize and thank 
Mr. Whitehouse for all of his support.  He 
was a good friend to the Association and 
will be missed by all. 

 

 
Durham School Services 
Relocating Headquarters 

 
Du rd 

rgest student transportation 

stomers located 
ast-to-coast, the company decided 

ng Direct 

n Thursday that Kevin Benson, 

also a board 
ember of NSTA, and he has brought 

rham School Services, the thi
la
provider in the U.S., announced it is 
relocating the company’s corporate 
headquarters from Austin, Texas to 
the Chicago area.   
 
With Durham’s cu
co
a more centrally located headquarters 
would better support the needs of the 
school districts it serves. 
 
Laidlaw CEO Assumi
Management Responsibilities 

o
Laidlaw International's president and 
chief executive officer, is assuming 
direct management responsibilities for 
the Laidlaw Education Services 
segment. Hugh MacDiarmid, current 
president and chief executive of 
Laidlaw Education Services, will 
assume the role of Special Advisor 
reporting to Mr. Benson, and will 
remain with Laidlaw until the end of 
this calendar year.    
 
Mr. MacDiarmid is 
m
great insight and wisdom to the table.  
We thank him for his continued 
guidance and look forward to working 
with him right through the year. 
 
 

TEA-21 
Reauthorization 

Moves in the 

began 
nsideration of the reauthorization of 

n remains 
mong the pending business, work in 

Senate 
 
The Senate finally 
co
TEA-21 last week, but failed to make 
much progress given the continuing 
debate on other issues.   
 
While the reauthorizatio
a
earnest will not begin until the week  
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(Tea-21 article continued…) 
 
of May 9 as the Senate is on a 
previously scheduled recess this 
week.   
 
When debate resumes, it is widely 
expected that Senators Max Baucus 
(D-MT) and Charles Grassley (R-IA) 
will offer an amendment to increase 
the funding of the bill anywhere from 
$10-16 billion.  Details of this 
proposal are still being negotiated, 
but President Bush recently 
reiterated his veto threat should the 
total funding of the legislation 
exceed $283.9 billion over six years 
(the current level of funding in the 
bill). 
 
The latest (sixth) extension to the 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st 
Century (TEA-21) expires on May 31, 
2005.   
 
Once the Senate passes its 
legislation, the differences between 
that bill and the Transportation 
Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users (TEA-
LU), which passed the House on 
March 10, 2005, will have to be 
negotiated in Conference.   
 
Should Conferees be unable to 
complete their work before the May 
31 deadline, another extension 
would be necessary. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
NSTA Reminders 

At-a-Glance 
 

The AWARDS DEADLINE… 
…has been extended to May 15th.  Award 
descriptions and applications are available 
in the Awards Nomination Booklet that was 
sent to you last month.   
 
The booklet is also available in a PDF 
document located on NSTA’s website, 
www.yellowbuses.org.  If you would prefer 
a hard copy of the booklet, you can 
request one by calling the office at (800) 
222-NSTA.   
 

Our 41st ANNUAL MEETING  
and CONVENTION… 

…will be in Washington, DC, July 17-20th

NSTA Welcomes Its  
New Members! 

  

Middledorf Bus Company 
Clinton, MD 20735 

Marvin E. Klinger 
Marvin E. Klinger Inc. 

Dornsife, PA  17823 

Federal News Service 
Little Falls, NJ  07424 

Don Carnahan 
Zonar Systems 

Seattle, WA  98188 

Call us today at 800-684-3200  
to receive NSTA’s membership kit! 

Diana Middledorf 

 
 

 
Andrew McLaughlin 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Important Dates  

to Note... 

July 17, 2005 
International Safety Competition

Washington, DC 

and Convention 

ashington, DC 
 

Workshop 
NTSB Academy 

Ashburn, Virginia 

July 21-22, 2005 
NSTA Safety and Security 

July 17 - 20, 2005 
41st Annual Meeting 

Renaissance Mayflower Hotel
W

4 

http://www.yellowbuses.org/
http://www.yellowbuses.org/

	�
	Clean Diesel Initiatives
	Also, EPA is moving forward with $5.8 million for two new grant programs aimed at diesel retrofit of non-road construction equipment and diesel truck idling reduction efforts.  More information on these programs can also be found on the EPA website (htt
	NSTA Takes� to Capitol Hill
	
	Intercity Bus Grants Available

	IC Corporation Announces Realignment of Conway
	and Tulsa Operations
	
	
	
	
	
	Staff Get New







	Durham School Services, the third largest student
	With Durham’s customers located coast-to-coast, t
	Laidlaw CEO Assuming Direct Management Responsibilities
	TEA-21 Reauthorization Moves in the Senate
	NSTA Welcomes Its
	New Members!
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Middledorf Bus Company
	Federal News Service
	Zonar Systems









