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The National School Transportation 
Association (NSTA) was founded in 

1964 by school bus contractors to 
"promote and foster the highest degree 

of safety in the transportation 
of school children" 

 

 
TEA-21 Conferees 

Meet Again 
 
TEA-21 Conferees met this 
week for the third time, but once again 
were unable to resolve the funding issue.  
As you’ll recall, Senate Conferees 
offered the House their funding level of 
$318 billion over six years two weeks 
ago, but the House was unable to offer a 
response to this at this week’s meeting.  
Senators expressed their displeasure at 
this further delay, but pledged to 
continue to try to resolve the issue.  
Ways and Means Committee Chairman 
Bill Thomas (R-CA) reminded Conferees 
that this is not just about arriving at a 
number, but agreeing to a process and 
the Administration is part of that process 
- referring to the veto threat issued by 
the White House on the House- and 
Senate-passed bills.  Thomas also 
agreed to work with any interested 
Members to try to find a suitable number 
that all parties can agree to.  
Congressman Jerry Nadler (D-NY) and 
Senator Kent Conrad (D-ND) reminded 
Conferees that everyone will have to 
compromise in order to agree on a 
number, including the White House.  
Conference Chairman Jim Inhofe (R-OK) 
offered that Conferees would meet again 
next week on Tuesday, July 13, at which 
time, he hoped the House would have a 
response to the Senate funding offer.  
Conferees did agree on a list of minor 
provisions at the start of the Conference 
and plan to consider another similar list 
next week.   
 
As you’ll remember, TEA-21 is currently 
operating under an extension through 
July 31, 2004.  It is expected that the 
Conference will not be able to conclude 
prior to this date, thus yet another 
extension will be necessary.  The length 
of this extension has yet to be decided, 
but it is expected that Congress will 
tackle this issue following next week’s 
Conference meeting.  As the August 
recess will begin on July 26, it is widely 
expected that this issue will be resolved 
prior to the expiration date. 

 
Newsletter Arrives Early Today 

The NSTA Newsletter is coming to you a 
day early this week due to the NSTA 
staff, NSTA Board of Directors, and 
many NSTA members heading out to the 
Annual Meeting and Convention that 
starts this weekend. 

We have a lot to cover while we are in 
Minneapolis and promise to send you all 
of the details in our next newsletter.   

Keep your eye on the website for 
updates and pictures from the 
International Safety Competition (where 
we have 96 drivers competing) and from 
the Annual Meeting and Convention 
(where we will be celebrating our last 40 
years)!  

NSTA to Congress:  
Don’t Forget School Buses 

 
 
NSTA submitted testimony this week for 
a hearing held by a subcommittee of the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure.  The subcommittee on 
Highways, Transit and Pipelines was 
gathering information on highway 
transportation security, and highlighting 
the gap between federal expenditures on 
improving airline security and improving 
transit security. 
 
NSTA’s written testimony expressed our 
concern that the largest mass 
transportation system in the country has 
been overlooked in Congress’s efforts to 
improve transportation security.  The 
yellow school bus fleet is 2.5 times larger 
than all other forms of mass 
transportation—including transit and 
intercity buses, rail, and commercial 
airlines—combined.  Every weekday 
during the school year we make more 
than 50 million passenger trips daily, 
compared to public transit’s 32 million 
passenger trips.  The airlines carry 1.8 
million passengers a day and Amtrak  



carries 63,000 passengers a day, 
while we carry 25 million students a 
day.    Yet the airline industry has 
received $11 billion for security 
enhancements, Amtrak has 
received $5 billion, public transit has 
received $117 million, and the 
motor coach industry has received 
$35 million.  School transportation 
has received nothing.   
 
Since the federal government 
provides no funding source for 
school buses, and state 
governments are decreasing 
expenditures, a larger burden falls 
on municipalities to support school 
transportation.  Some school 
districts have turned to parents to 
pay part of the cost of busing their 
children, and some have wrestled 
with the possibility of discontinuing 
school bus transportation entirely—
knowing that such a move would 
not only present a hardship for 
many families and increase traffic 
and pollution around schools, but 
more importantly, would put 
students at much greater risk as 
they find less safe ways to get to 
school.  In this economic climate, 
finding the means to make 
significant security improvements to 
school transportation systems is 
difficult if not impossible.   
 
We shared the results of the survey 
NSTA members completed in the 
fall of 2002.  Most members had 
responded to the events of 
9/11/2001 by incorporating security 
elements into their training 
programs.  But nearly everyone said 
that there is no money available for 
capital investments such as fencing 
and lighting for bus yards, 
surveillance cameras, or tracking 
devices for buses.   

We discussed the need for 
improved security and some of the 
priorities of the industry, but 
explained that these are needs that 
neither school bus operators nor 
local boards of education can fund 
alone.  If we are to protect the 25 
million children transported on 
school buses daily, we must have 
help from the federal government.  
As one administration official said,  

“Without consistent application of 
reasonable and prudent security 
measures across modes, we risk 
creating weak links that may drive 
terrorism from one mode to another.”  
We urged the committee to ensure that 
the largest public transportation system 
in the country—the one that transports 
our children—is at least as secure as 
other ground transportation modes. 
 
If you’d like a copy of the testimony, 
contact the NSTA office at (800) 222-
NSTA or by email at 
info@yellowbuses.org 
 

 

 

NSTA Nominating Committee's  
Slate of Candidates  

Just a reminder that NSTA's Nominating 
Committee's slate of candidates will be 
voted on at the annual meeting.  

The candidates are:  

� Magda Dimmendaal 
� Michael Griffus 
� John Elliott 
� Timothy Flood 
� Donald Fowler 

 

If you have an idea for our 
newsletter, or if you have 

an article you would like to 
submit, please be sure  

to e-mail us at 
info@yellowbuses.org or 

call (800) 222-NSTA 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO 
MARK IN YOUR CALENDAR… 

July 11-14, 2004 
International Safety Competition  
NSTA Annual Meeting & Convention 
Hilton Hotel 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

January 22-25, 2005 
NSTA MidWinter Meeting 
Hyatt Tamaya Resort & Spa 
Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 

July 17-20, 2005 
International Safety Competition  
NSTA Annual Meeting & Convention 

January 2006 
NSTA Mid-Winter Meeting 
Maui, Hawaii (Tentatively) 

July 2006 
International Safety Competition  
NSTA Annual Meeting & Convention 
Lake Tahoe, NV (Tentatively) 
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