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NSTA and School Bus Industry Partners Help Preserve Clean Diesel Funding
Washington, D.C. ( February 17, 2011 ( Last night, a bipartisan vote blocked an amendment that would have eliminated funding for the Diesel Emission Reduction Act (DERA). The National School Transportation Association (NSTA) and our industry partners strongly opposed the amendment advanced by Rep. Jim Moran (D-VA) who was seeking to transfer the funding to another account.  The Diesel Emission Reduction Act has successfully reduced emissions, created jobs, and improved public health since being authorized in 2005.  The program provides competitive grants to assist with clean diesel technologies (like idle reduction equipment, particulate traps, oxidation catalysts, new engines or even new vehicles) that have been certified effective by the Environmental Protection Agency or the California Air Resources Board.   
A broad coalition of environmental, public health, industry, labor, and state and local government groups quickly formed in opposition to the damaging amendment.  The school transportation industry supported that effort and also sent emails signed by all three national school industry trade associations and numerous private contractors in all parts of the country.   As a result, the amendment was defeated by a vote of 73-352.  After the vote, David Hobson, Executive Director of NSTA said: 

I want to thank the members of Congress who voted to protect the funding for this important program, as well as our member companies, school bus industry partners and coalition allies for helping to get the message out quickly.  I also appreciate the quick work of our DC lobbying team at Prime Policy Group, especially Gabe Rozsa, for dropping everything to marshal support for the program.

Congress reauthorized DERA in December during the lame duck session with broad bipartisan support, voting to continue the program which seeks to reduce emissions of pollutants from the 20 million existing diesel engines in use today by up to 90%.  The EPA estimated, in a 2008 Report to Congress, that every dollar spent on DERA generates an average of between $13 and $20 in health benefits.  NSTA and our partners have been strong supporters of DERA since its inception, and are relieved by the result of yesterday’s vote.  In all, 220 Republicans and 132 Democrats voted against Amendment 338, with only 16 Republicans and 57 Democrats voting for it.
-MORE-
About NSTA
The National School Transportation Association is a trade organization representing school bus contractors; that is, private companies that own and operate school buses and contract with school districts to provide pupil transportation.  For 40 years, it has been dedicated to safe, secure and efficient transportation of children, and works to foster improvements in all areas of pupil transportation.  Members range from small one- or two-bus companies to larger corporate entities operating more than 1,000 school buses in multiple states.   www.yellowbuses.org
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